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YANIS VAROUFAKIS is a Greek-
Australian political economist. He 
holds a   Bachelor’s   Degree   in  
Mathematical Economics from the 
University   of   Essex;;   a   Master’s  
Degree in Mathematical Statistics 
from the University of Birmingham; 
and a PhD in Economics from the 
University of Essex. 
 
He has taught Economics at the 
Universities of Essex, East Anglia 
Cambridge and Sydney.  
 
Since 2000 he has been teaching 

Political Economics at the National and Kapodistrian University of 
Athens and has been chiefly responsible for setting up the 
University’s  Doctoral  Programme  in  Economics. 
 
He is also a visiting Professor at the Lyndon B. Johnson 
Graduate School of Public Affairs at the University of Texas at 
Austin. 
 
Between 2004 and 2007 Prof. Varoufakis served as economic 
adviser to former Greek Prime Minister, George Papandreou. He 
is a recognised speaker and often appears as guest analyst for 
news media like the BBC, Sky News, Russia Today and 
Bloomberg TV among others. He has also published several 
books on economics, game theory, and the financial crisis.  
 

His latest book, The Global Minotaur, gives an essential account 
of the socio-economic events that have shaped the world as we 
know it, and the options available for reintroducing a modicum of 
reason in our irrational global economic order.   

 
Recent Thoughts and Declarations 
 
“The  debt  is  not  a  problem.  The  crisis  has  two  different  
faces: a mountain of debt and a similar sized mountain of 
idle savings. The only way of overcoming the crisis is by 
folding those two into one and recycling them in a way that 
restarts the economy and provides the missing link to 
aggregate  demand.” 
 
 
“Nothing  humanizes  us  like  aporia  – that state of intense 
puzzlement in which we find ourselves when our certainties fall to 
pieces; when suddenly we get caught in an impasse, at a loss to 
explain what our eyes can see, our fingers can touch, our ears 
can  hear.” 
 
 
“We  witnessed  an  explosion  of  European  labour  mobility  since  
the crisis began. But it has not ameliorated the crisis nor 
rebalanced the Euro zone. It has however given rise to extreme 
right  parties.” 


